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Dear parents/carers,  
 
Another exciting half term ahead for Year 2.  
We are starting the term off with a trip to the Wallace Collection in Marylebone on 
Wednesday 11th November 2026.  
 
The Year 2 team are:  
 

2 Jade: Miss Weis 
2 Olive: Ms Ricketts 
Working between both classes will be : Ms Christine, Ms  Jusna, Ms Diana 

 
 
What the children will be learning this term: 
 
English 

This half term, we will continue writing instructions, inspired by Rebecca Green’s How to 
Make Friends with a Ghost. The children will write their own set of instructions on how 
to be a good friend. Following this, we will explore a short poetry unit, focusing on list 
poems inspired by the sights, sounds and colours of autumn. Finally, we will write a 
narrative inspired by Last Stop on Market Street by Matt de la Peña, exploring themes of 
community, kindness and seeing the world from different perspectives. 

 
Mathematics  
Within this unit children will progress to addition and subtraction involving two 2-digit 
numbers, again representing the steps within these calculations visually with different 
resources. Children continue to use known number facts within mental calculations and 
use their understanding of the inverse as a way to check their calculations. The final 
stage of children’s learning allows the bar model to be used to represent a word 
problem, to allow children to self-identify the operation needed to complete the 
calculation. Children will also learn about 2D and 3D shapes and everyday objects. 
 
Number Sense 
To help pupils improve their mental arithmetic calculation, we will be teaching daily 
‘Number Sense’ lessons to help them become more confident mathematicians. The 
sessions will focus on memorisation and practice. They will look for rules and then apply 
this, and with regular practice, will become quicker at recalling their key facts.  
 
Science 
This term we are learning about animals and survival. We will learn what animals need 
to survive and how they change as they grow. We will consider the importance of a 
healthy lifestyle, including exercise, a balanced diet and good hygiene.  
 
 



 
 
D.T. (Design and Technology) 
We have a new DT scheme of work and the children will be completing 3 projects this 
year. This term our topic is textiles. The children will learn how to sew using fabric and 
child-friendly needles to design and make their own puppets.   
 
History 
This term we will be learning about Kings and Queens. We will learn what a monarch is 
and find out about different British monarchs. We will think about how their job has 
changed throughout history.   
 
Music 
This term we will be completing two units. The first unit is focussed on listening and 
responding to music and we will be studying different movements from the Carnival of 
the Animals. In the second unit, the children become composers and conductors! We will 
create a class piece of music linked to birdsong using a range of percussion instruments.  
 
Computing 
Through the lessons in this unit, the children will learn to recognise that different devices 
can be used to capture photographs and will gain experience capturing, editing, and 
improving photos. Finally, they will use this knowledge to recognise that images they see 
may not be real. 
 
Physical Education  
In our games sessions, we will be looking at hand ball games.  We will learn to combine 
our developing dribbling, passing and receiving skills in order to keep possession and 
score a point. In PE we will be continuing to develop our gymnastics skills.  We will build 
sequences, keeping control of our bodies and focussing on being an athlete. 
 
Religious Education 
We will be learning how light is used as a symbol, starting with a concept that children 
will be familiar with: birthdays! We will then move on to look at how the Jewish and 
Christian faiths use light to mark special occasions, such as Hanukkah and Advent.  
 
Personal Social Health and Citizenship Education 
This term we will be developing our communication skills in order to help us work better 
together. We will celebrate our gifts and talents and identify the various jobs and their 
importance around the classroom. We will look at rules and how they benefit us and 
keep us safe and learn how to better take part in group work and group discussions. This 
is all part of the Gateway value co-operation. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Homework 
Children get a piece of Literacy and Maths homework each week to support their 
learning at home. Homework is handed out on Wednesdays and must be returned by the 
following Monday.    
 
Spellings  
New spellings are given out each Wednesday and tested the following Wednesday. 
Please make sure your child practises their spellings every day and brings their spelling 
book to school on Wednesdays.  
 
Reading Books:  
The children will continue their guided reading lessons this term. There are 3 reading 
lessons per week (decoding, prosody and comprehension).  
Your child will take home their reading book Wednesday.  
The book must be returned by the following Monday.  
In your child's reading record, there is a section where you are able to make a comment 
about your child's reading.  
Please listen to your child read, ask them questions about their reading and write a 
short comment as this will help the teacher to better support your child. This is a very 
important part of their learning.    
 
Online Learning  
All children have been given QR codes to access online Maths games like NumBots and 
TimesTablesRockstars. Visit MyLogin.com, click on ‘Login’ and select the Magic Badge log-in 
option. Hold up the QR code to the camera.If you need any help or can no longer find the QR 
code please contact your child’s teacher. 
 
PE Kit  
Your child needs to wear a PE kit to school on the following days: 
Games – Thursday for all classes. 
P.E. – Tuesday for all classes. 
 
Please make sure they are wearing the correct PE kit:  

-​ Black Jumper 
-​ White Gateway PE t-shirt 
-​ Black shorts or  tracksuit bottoms (no leggings, no logos)  
-​ Plain black trainers 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ways to help your child excel at school 
 

●​ Bring them to school every day. 
●​ Get them to school on time: 8:40am. 
●​ Make sure they are in bed at a reasonable hour and have a good night’s sleep. 
●​ Encourage them to eat breakfast. It is essential for concentration.  
●​ Make sure your child is wearing the correct uniform and P.E. kit.  
●​ Visit museums and galleries that relate to class projects. 
●​ Offer encouragement and praise. 
●​ Book a time to come and see us if you are worried about anything. 

 
 
 



 
Ways to help at home 

1. Practise phonics with your child as much as possible – all your child’s English skills are 
underpinned by their reading skills. Make sure you pronounce the sounds correctly. 

2. Read to your child as often as you can, or listen to books read aloud. This will increase 
your child’s vocabulary and comprehension skills, particularly if you talk about the book. 
Get your child to follow a story you are reading with their eyes - this will help them to 
absorb grammar, punctuation and spelling rules without realising it. 

3. Encourage your child to read as much as possible - seeing words in print really helps 
children to absorb correct spelling and grammar. Try to read their school reading book as 
well as other books they have chosen for themselves such as their library book.  

4. Practise spellings. Play games with your child to help them learn their weekly spelling 
words. You could play hangman, make up silly sentences for your child to write, ‘hide’ 
the spelling words in a string of letters, play pairs using two word cards for each word, or 
make a set of bingo cards for the words. 

5. Create writing opportunities, such as writing notes or lists. Make up stories orally 
together. Draw stories with captions. Get your child to write their own simple stories, 
such as cartoons, and information books. 

6. Encourage your child to talk to you. Gently correct any grammar mistakes, and help 
them to extend what they say with conjunctions such as ‘because’. Challenge them to 
use new vocabulary and to retell stories to you or tell you anecdotes about their life. 

7. Use interesting vocabulary when talking to your child. Try to use precise nouns and 
descriptive adjectives. 

8. Keep practising handwriting - create lots of opportunities to get good habits in place.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Phonics - Overview of graphemes (letters) that make each phoneme (sound) 



 



Literacy (Writing) - HT2 unit overviews 
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